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Chairman’s Chatter - Rowland Hibbard 

The development of the 15 affordable homes, on what is now officially known as the 
Northcombe Lea site in Netherhay Lane, Drimpton, has come along at a pace and now 
all the buildings are out of the ground and looking more like the homes the CLT 
committee envisioned over 6 years ago. It is to me a blessing that David Leader was 
able to see the start of the development before his sudden tragic passing in March this 
year. 

Along with the progress on the homes, the 
CLT with the help of Abri and C G Fry have 
been able to carry out a more in-depth 
underground survey of the sewerage 
system and this survey has highlighted 
some faults within this system. We have 
had confirmation from South West Water 
that they will be addressing some of those 
long-standing issues.   
The development is progressing as 
planned and, barring any problems with 

supply of materials, should be on target to 
complete in May of 2023. So please remember 
that to apply for one of these homes you must 
have a local connection to the Parish and be 
registered on Dorset Council’s Housing Register. 
We are also continuing with our Homemaking 
community project with C G Fry making available 
any waste materials which can be used by the 
community. They have already provided many 
wooden pallets, which would otherwise be sent 
to landfill. Local volunteers are making these into 
bird and bat boxes to distribute around the community. 
As members of the CLT Board we are extremely proud of what the many hours of hard 
work have produced for our community and we would love to share this with all 
members of the Group Parish. When the home are nearing completion, we are going to 
arrange an open day for all to come and view, more on this as we get closer to 
completion date. 
A huge thank you to all the members of the BGP CLT Board and our Membership for 
making this vision become a reality, well done everyone. 
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The Homemaking Project - Andrew Pastor 
Photography: 
As can be seen on the BGPCLT website ( https://broadwindsorgroupparishclt.org/
page-9/) by clicking on the CONSTRUCTION link,  Brian Hesketh continues working on 
a visual diary of the changes that are occurring on the site – and now the first roof 
trusses have been delivered! 

Music & Song 
Maurice Blogg and his musical collaborator in ‘Idle Notes’ envisage 4 (possibly 5) 
pieces of music which include vocals.  Piece 1 and  Piece 4 are all but finished. 
Piece 2 is advancing as work on site progresses. Piece 3 is still to be composed. 
Art 
Jenny Beck has said:  
“My intention is to produce a piece that reflects the transition from a field to a place 
where people live. A change also, from a fairly ‘barren’ grass field, to an area that will 
encourage a wide diversity of different species of plants and animals. The painting will 
include references to the actual process of the construction, and I feel importantly will 
also include images of the surrounding landscape, to encourage an interpretation of 
the new houses being part of the existing community.” 
Made From Waste 
Contractors C G Fry continue to provide waste pallets and have added 
waste slates to their ‘offer’. Steve Chubb is storing them on the field next 
to School House, giving easy access to Robin Moses, who is to recruit 
and lead local volunteers making wildlife boxes for birds and bats. This 
is due to start in October. The plan is to install these wildlife homes 
alongside the new houses. 
Benches 
Robert Hedditch, metalworker, in conversation with BGP CLT Board 
members Brian Hesketh and Francesca Hurrell, settled on designs for a 
pair of galvanised steel two-seater benches. It is proposed to site them in the ‘public’ 
area between the end of the run of four ‘apartments’ and the field gate where they 
would be available and inviting to the widest number of households. Funding for 
materials has been secured. 
If you’d like to become actively involved, contact Andrew Pastor at 
andrew.villagevoices@btinternet.com 
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Group Parish footpath explorer - Brian Hesketh 

For some time we have had a proposed route, more or less encircling the group parish via 
footpaths, bridleways and lanes. All parts had previously been walked by me at one time or 
another, but recently I checked a section, part of which I haven’t walked for quite some time. 
What an eye-opener that was, with electric fences, blocked gates and an almost uncrossable 
stream. A 5 mile walk was almost enough to make me wonder if a re-think was required, but I 

decided instead to take some action and reported 
4 instances to the Dorset Council Rights of Way 
team. I have had feedback on 2 stating that an 
investigation is under way and on the other 2 that 
they are awaiting works. So, watch this space, it 
may yet be that the route will need to be changed, 
it depends how quickly improvements are made. 

The picture, believe it or not, is of a gate between 
fields where 2 footpaths meet! 

Information for Prospective Tenants 
These homes will be available to rent and tenancy will be made available through our housing 
association development partner Abri (formerly Yarlington 
Housing Group).  

If you are interested in being able to rent one of these 
properties, you must be registered on Dorset Council’s 
Housing Register, information about which is available here:  
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/housing-register 

You should explain that you are interested in the CLT 
housing development in Drimpton. 

Prospective tenants must comply with the CLTs ‘local 
connection’  conditions. These are 

•   continuously and permanently resident in the parish for at least 5 of the last 10   
years; or 

•   family connection (past or existing) permanently resident in the parish not less 
than 10 years; or 

•   in continuous permanent employment or self-employment (over 16 hours per 
week) in the parish over at least the preceding 2 years . 

Transferring tenants who already have a fixed term tenancy will be given another fixed 
term tenancy without the starter period. 
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Broadwindsor Group Parish area  includes the 
communities of :

!   !  

Broadwindsor                          Blackdown    
                                        

!   !

               Burstock                                  Drimpton

!   !

           Kittwhistle                             Seaborough 
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CLTs and Right to buy 

Following the government proposal 

in June 2022 to roll out Right to Buy 

with discounts to all housing 

association tenants, the National 

CLT Network have called on the 

government to clearly and 

unambiguously exempt Community 

Land Trusts from the Right to Buy. 

Under the existing voluntary 

scheme, CLTs enjoy discretion not 

to offer the Right to Buy. Those 

partnering with housing associations 

(such as BGP CLT), can ensure the 

same discretion is applied. Keeping 

low rent homes affordable in 

perpetuity is central to the CLT 

concept - it is a key motivation for 

the volunteers, a winning argument 

with landlords, and is a statutory 

duty for the CLT.

www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk/news-
and-events

BGP CLT Board Members: 
Rowland Hibbard (Chair) 
Jacqui Sewell (Treasurer) 
Sheila Hawkins (Secretary) 
Ken Banks 
Brian Hesketh 
Steve Chubb 
Francesca Hurrell 
Stefan Nikolov 
Contact emails:   
Sheila Hawkins:11esgh528@gmail.com 

Rowland Hibbard 

rowlandhibbard@yahoo.co.uk 

Website: 
http://broadwindsorgroupparishclt.org
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